WESTFIR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, June 1, 2026, 5:30 p.m.
In person at City Hall and via audio/video teleconference

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mayor Richard Watson, present in person, called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. Councilor Deretta Huey,
Councilor Dylan Cheatham and City Recorder Nicole Tritten were present in person. Councilor Linda M. Love and
City Operator Bobby Archer were present via video. Councilor Jara Mouracade was absent with notice. Those
present at City Hall stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR’S MINUTE:
Mayor Watson discussed the visit to Westfir of a travel writer for Airstream travel trailers.

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:
There were no citizen comments.

COUNCILOR COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:
There were no Councilor comments.

OAKRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Fire Chief Scott Hollett was not available to give the report, and there was no written report available for review.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON PROPOSED INCREASE TO WATER AND SEWER FEES PER ORS 294.160:
There were no in-person or written public comments.

RESOLUTION 580: TO INCREASE WATER AND SEWER FEES AND UPDATE WATER/SEWER POLICY:
The Council had no further discussion of the fee increase.

Councilor Huey made a motion to approve Resolution 580 to set water and sewer rates for users of the Westfir
municipal water and sewer system, updating the payment policy and repealing Resolution 566. Councilor
Cheatham seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.

AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham, Love NAYS: 0 ABSTENTIONS: 0

WATER/SEWER REPORT:

The report was taken out of order to allow City Operator Bobby Archer to leave the meeting early. Bobby gave the
report for May 2026. He reported that there was a positive coliform reading in the drinking water in May. He said
that three immediate re-samples all came back negative for coliform, so a boil-water notice was averted. He
stated that he would have Roto-Rooter come in June to clean out a line at the wastewater plant that was partially
blocked by tree roots. He acknowledged the new volunteer who mowed the grass at City Hall. Bobby left the
meeting after his report.

RESOLUTION 581: REDESIGNATION OF THE OAKRIDGE/WESTFIR ENTERPRISE ZONE:

The Council reviewed an agenda item docket, draft resolution, zone map and Oakridge School District draft
agreement. The Council discussed redesignation of the Oakridge/Westfir Enterprise Zone, which offers property
tax exemptions to certain types of businesses and expires June 30, 2026. The Council clarified the 10-year time



period of an Enterprise Zone and that the current zone map would remain the same in the redesignation. The
Council also discussed the school support fee in lieu of property taxes now required by State statute. The Council
had no objections to the redesignation.

Councilor Cheatham made a motion to approve Resolution 581 to redesignate the Oakridge/Westfir Enterprise
Zone and authorize the City Recorder to enter into agreements with the City of Oakridge, Lane County and
Oakridge School District 76 establishing a school district support fee of fifteen percent in accordance with ORS
285C.067. Councilor Huey seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.

AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham, Love NAYS: 0 ABSTENTIONS: O

REQUEST TO TURN OFF STREET LIGHT ON POLE V14R13 (Westoak Rd):

The Council discussed the written request of Westfir resident Helaine Truthstone to turn off the streetlight across
from her property to abate the light pollution. Nicole reported that she had contacted Lane Electric and learned
that a sodium light had been replaced with an LED light in March 2025, which was the likely cause of Ms.
Truthstone’s earlier complaint to City Hall. Nicole stated that Lane Electric put in a work order to shield or redirect
the light. The Council was sympathetic to Ms. Truthstone’s complaint but expressed public safety concerns about
turning off the light.

APPROVE MINUTES:
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve the Council meeting minutes for May 4, 2026. Councilor Love
seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.

AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham, Love NAYS: 0 ABSTENTIONS: O

CITY RECORDER REPORT:
Nicole Tritten presented the report and addressed these items:

e General Election candidate filing.

e She received a request from the Mountain Bike Oregon (MBO) organizers to stage several vehicles and a
trailer at City Hall from June 17-21 in preparation for their event. Nicole wasn’t sure if City Hall could
accommodate both MBO and Cog Wild bicycle shuttle parking during the covered bridge closure. [The
Council had no objection to MBQO’s use of the City Hall parking area but emphasized that visitors should be
respectful of the private lot adjoining City Hall where parking is not allowed. The Council discussed other
parking options for MBO.]

e She described improvements made to the City’s website in May 2026 by IT volunteer Ken Grimsby. The
changes made the site more mobile friendly since it was now usable in landscape mode on a phone. He
was also able to update the website software, which should keep the site stable for a couple of years.

e Nicole was still waiting to hear from the Oakridge police chief about the procedure to present an
administrative warrant request to the Oakridge municipal judge.

e Nicole recognized Westfir resident Nancy Isham, present via video, to address the Council about an
aggressive, starving dog at large that she managed to contain in her yard. She was looking for a volunteer

to crate the dog and take it to Greenhill Humane Society in Eugene.

Westfir resident Helaine Truthstone joined the meeting in person during the City Recorder report.



CITY FINANCIAL REVIEW:
Nicole Tritten submitted the cash deposits, bank statements, bank reconciliations, and expenditure sheet, and
addressed these items:

e She reported that the City’s loan request was declined by Banner Bank due to the City’s negative cash
flow. She stated that she was working with the County on a Secure Rural Schools funding exchange to
address the budget deficit in the proposed fiscal year 2026—-2027 budget.

e She stated that she didn’t submit the monthly profit and loss reports to the Council, but would email the
reports to the Council after the meeting.

JUNE EXPENDITURES:
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve expenditures for June 2026 in the amount of $36,708.10. Councilor
Cheatham seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.

AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham, Love NAYS: 0 ABSTENTIONS: 0

CITIZEN CONCERNS NOT ON AGENDA:

Helaine Truthstone informed the Council that Lane Electric did change the lamp in the streetlight and added
shielding, but she hadn’t yet evaluated the improvements since the work was just completed. She thanked the
Council for their response to her complaint.

COUNCILOR CONCERNS NOT ON AGENDA:
Councilor Cheatham shared with the Council that citizens were feeling a great deal of frustration and apathy
about the lack of City action on code violations and about anti-social behavior in the Hemlock neighborhood.

ADJOURN MEETING:
Mayor Watson adjourned the meeting at 6:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Watson, Mayor ATTEST: DATE
Nicole Tritten, City Recorder

The June 1, 2026, minutes were signed by the Mayor and City Recorder on July 6, 2026, after City Council approval.



