WESTFIR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, July 6, 2026, 5:30 p.m.
In person at City Hall and via audio/video teleconference

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mayor Richard Watson, present in person, called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. Councilor Deretta Huey and
City Recorder Nicole Tritten were present in person. Councilor Dylan Cheatham and City Operator Bobby Archer
were present via video. Councilor Jara Mouracade joined the meeting by video at 5:37 p.m. Councilor Linda M.
Love was absent with notice. Those present at City Hall stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

MAYOR’S MINUTE:
Mayor Watson discussed the Mountain Bike Oregon event that took place from June 25-28, and he gave an
update on an animal control situation.

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:
There were no citizen comments.

COUNCILOR COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:
There were no Councilor comments.

OAKRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Fire Chief Scott Hollett was not available to give the report. The Council reviewed the written reports from April
and May 2026.

Councilor Mouracade joined the meeting at 5:37 p.m. Her audio was not working, so she submitted comments and
votes in the Zoom chat.

RTMP REQUEST: OAKRIDGE ROCK THE PARK, AUGUST 1 & AUGUST 22:

Mayor Watson recognized event organizer, Kevin Gobelman, present in person. Mr. Gobelman addressed the
Council. The Council reviewed Mr. Gobelman’s Rural Tourism Marketing Program (RTMP) funding request for
concerts at Oakridge’s Greenwaters Park on August 1 and August 22. The Council had already given an RTMP
grant of $2,500 to support the June 27 concert. The Council discussed whether the City should give RTMP grants
to longstanding events or whether events should be self-sustaining after a few years. The Council agreed that
RTMP guidelines for Westfir should be discussed at a work session.

Councilor Huey made a motion to give an RTMP grant of $1,250 each for the August 1 and August 22, 2026,
concerts, for a total grant of $2,500. Mayor Watson seconded, and the motion carried, 3-1.

AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham NAYS: Mouracade ABSTENTIONS: 0

ACCEPT RESIGNATION / REMOVE FROM BANK SIGNATURE CARD / DECLARE A COUNCIL VACANCY:
The Council reviewed the letter of resignation from Councilor Linda M. Love, effective July 1, 2026.

Councilor Huey made a motion to accept the resignation of Linda M. Love, to remove her from the bank signature
card and to declare a Council vacancy. Councilor Cheatham seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.



AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham, Mouracade NAYS: 0 ABSTENTIONS: 0

REVIEW CULVERT REMOVAL:

The Council reviewed a paid invoice for $500 for equipment rental to remove an old, disused culvert in the 15*and
2" Street neighborhood and a photo of the removal. The documents were submitted by property owner Adam
Kennedy for reimbursement by the City. Nicole noted that the expenditure was approved in the current fiscal year
budget. The expenditure having already been discussed by the Budget Committee, the Council had no further
comments.

WATER/SEWER REPORT:

Bobby gave the report for June 2026. He reported no new problems at either plant. He noted that coliform
readings in the wastewater plant effluent were still exceeding permitted limits. He stated that he would look into
whether a bad float in the recirculation tank was the source of the problem.

APPROVE MINUTES:
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve the Council meeting minutes for June 1, 2026; June 17, 2026; and June
24, 2026. Mayor Watson seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.

AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham, Mouracade NAYS: 0 ABSTENTIONS: 0

CITY RECORDER REPORT:
Nicole Tritten presented the report and addressed these items:

An Emergency Operations Plan tabletop exercise planned for July 7.

e The Enterprise Zone (EZ) redesignation was approved by Business Oregon. The new EZ expires July 1,
2036.

e She described further improvements made to the City’s website in June 2026 by IT volunteer Ken
Grimsby. The website is now mobile friendly, working on phones equally well in portrait and landscape
modes. She noted that PDFs on the site, however, are not mobile friendly.

e Nicole stated that she hadn’t made progress on the administrative warrant request to the Oakridge
municipal judge, but she would turn her attention to the matter this month.

CITY FINANCIAL REVIEW:
Nicole Tritten submitted the cash deposits, bank statements, bank reconciliations, profit and loss reports and
expenditure sheet, and addressed these items:

e She reported that the intergovernmental agreement for the fund exchange with Lane County had been
signed by both parties, Westfir and Lane County. She stated that she would transfer $68,000 to Lane
County this week. Once the County receives the funds, they will send the same amount to Westfir.

e The cost for a new ladder for the Westfir fire engine.

e Arequest from Portal Maintenance Operator Bill Desser to purchase a Cub Cadet zero-turn riding mower
for Portal Park. A printed page of specs and a photo of the mower were included in the day’s Council
packet. Nicole recognized volunteer Randy Stark to discuss the purchase of a riding mower to maintain
the Winfrey Road right of way. Mr. Stark distributed a quote from Home Depot for Bill’s Cub Cadet



mower, a John Deere riding mower and mulching accessories. The purchase of two mowers was approved
as part of the current fiscal year budget. [The Council had no objections to the mower selection.]

e Nicole stated that Resolution 576, which transferred appropriation authority within the General Fund for
fiscal year 25-26, may have run counter to Local Budget Law. She reported that it was too late for the
Council to repeal the resolution, but she made a change in the accounting system before July 1, 2026, that
made the resolution unnecessary.

JULY EXPENDITURES:

Councilor Huey made a motion to approve expenditures for July 2026 in the amount of $83,466.59. Mayor
Watson seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0.

AYES: Watson, Huey, Cheatham, Mouracade NAYS: 0 ABSTENTIONS: 0

CITIZEN CONCERNS NOT ON AGENDA:
There were no concerns.

COUNCILOR CONCERNS NOT ON AGENDA:
There were no concerns.

Councilor Mouracade left the meeting at 6:34 p.m.

ADJOURN MEETING:
Mayor Watson adjourned the meeting at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Watson, Mayor ATTEST: DATE
Nicole Tritten, City Recorder

The July 6, 2026, minutes were signed by the Mayor and City Recorder on August 3, 2026, after City Council
approval.



