
WESTFIR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, May 4, 2026, 5:30 p.m. 

In person at City Hall and via audio/video teleconference 
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MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Richard Watson, present in person, called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. Councilor Deretta Huey and 
City Recorder Nicole Tritten were present in person. Councilor Jara Mouracade and City Operator Bobby Archer 
were present via video. Councilor Dylan Cheatham was absent without notice. Those present at City Hall stood 
and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MAYOR’S MINUTE: 
Mayor Watson described enjoying his first time attending the Oakridge-Westfir Tree Planting Festival. He brought 
brochures to the meeting that he picked up at the event for the Firewise program and Court Appointed Special 
Advocates. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:    
There were no citizen comments. 
 
Councilor Linda M. Love joined the meeting via video at 5:37 p.m. 
 
COUNCILOR COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS: 
There were no Councilor comments.  
 
CONTRACTS (IGAs) FOR POLICE AND FIRE SERVICES FOR FY2026–2027: 
Police Chief Kevin Martin was present in person, and Fire Chief Scott Hollett was present via video. The Council 
had reviewed the contracts prior to the meeting. Both chiefs stated that the contracts were substantially the 
same as the current year and reflected a 3% increase in fees.  
 
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve the law enforcement services intergovernmental agreement with the 
City of Oakridge for FY2026–2027. Councilor Love seconded, and the motion carried, 4–0 
 
AYES: Watson, Huey, Love, Mouracade     NAYS: 0     ABSTENTIONS: 0 
 
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve the fire protection services intergovernmental agreement with the City 
of Oakridge for FY2026–2027. Councilor Mouracade seconded, and the motion carried, 4–0 
 
AYES: Watson, Huey, Love, Mouracade     NAYS: 0     ABSTENTIONS: 0 
 
OAKRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: 
Fire Chief Scott Hollett reported the following: The new medic unit should be in service within the next 30 days; 
the department was putting up rural address markers; additional water supply was being planned for the 
Hazeldell fire station; and he reported stats on response times, EMS operations, personnel and training, apparatus 
and equipment and fleet status. The Council discussed the condition of the Westfir engine with the Chief. Chief 
Hollett left the meeting after his report. 
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PORTAL PARK REPORT: 
Portal Maintenance Operator Bill Desser, present in person, gave the quarterly report. There was no written 
report. He stated that conditions were good at the park. Bill reported on the following: His plan to paint the backs 
of the small kiosks, which were getting weathered; his need for a riding mower; upcoming private events at the 
park; and a drainage ditch that needs to be cleared to prevent runoff to the parking lot in the wet season. The 
Council discussed the type of mower required and asked about vandalism at the park. Bill left the meeting after 
his report. 
 
REVIEW WATER/SEWER POLICY: 
The Council reviewed the current policy prior to the meeting. Nicole stated that the only change she 
recommended to the policy was a rate increase as shown in the policy’s sample rate schedule for July 1, 2026. She 
stated that a work session could be scheduled if the Council wanted more discussion of the policy. The Council 
was satisfied to proceed with a vote to update the policy at the June 1 meeting. 
 
WATER/SEWER REPORT:  
City Operator Bobby Archer presented the report for April 2026. He stated that there were no problems at either 
the water or wastewater facility. He said that he and Relief Operator Alberto Saraz would clean the sand filter at 
the water treatment plant during the long stretch of good weather. Bobby left the meeting after his report. 
 
RESOLUTION 579: APPROVE TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT POOL: 
Nicole explained that the resolution authorized moving funds from the Banner Bank checking account to the Local 
Government Investment Pool in order to earn interest on City reserve funds. Councilor Huey read aloud the text 
of the resolution. 
 
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve Resolution 579. Councilor Mouracade seconded, and the motion 
carried, 4–0. 
 
AYES: Watson, Huey, Love, Mouracade     NAYS: 0     ABSTENTIONS: 0 
 
APPROVE MINUTES: 
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve the Council meeting minutes for April 6, 2026. Councilor Love 
seconded, and the motion carried, 4–0. 
 
AYES: Watson, Huey, Love, Mouracade     NAYS: 0     ABSTENTIONS: 0 
 
CITY RECORDER REPORT: 
Nicole Tritten presented the report and addressed these items: 
 

• She stated that the mayor’s seat and City Council seats 1 and 2 were up for re-election in 2026.  She said 
the first day to file to run is June 3. 
 

• She asked for Council approval to purchase dry stacked blocks for $285 to replace the rotted border of the 
flower bed at City Hall. She noted that Relief Recorder Jessica Snyder’s husband had volunteered to do 
the labor to place the blocks. [The Council had no objection.] 
 

• The redesignation of the Oakridge/Westfir Enterprise Zone, which expires June 30. 
 

• A tabletop exercise for the Westfir Emergency Operations Plan had been scheduled for July 7 at 10 a.m. at 
Westfir City Hall. 
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CITY FINANCIAL REVIEW: 
Nicole Tritten submitted the cash deposits, bank statements, bank reconciliations, expenditure sheet, and profit 
and loss reports, and addressed these items: 
 

• She submitted the City’s annual report on the use of American Rescue Plan Act funds. She stated that 
unobligated funds in the amount of $2,353 must be refunded to the US Treasury, and the repayment 
amount was budgeted in the current fiscal year. 

 
MAY EXPENDITURES:  
Councilor Huey made a motion to approve expenditures for May 2026 in the amount of $59,946.05. Councilor 
Mouracade seconded, and the motion carried, 4–0. 
 
AYES: Watson, Huey, Love, Mouracade     NAYS: 0     ABSTENTIONS: 0 
 
CITIZEN CONCERNS NOT ON AGENDA: 
Chief Martin reported that he was doing a traffic study for Oakridge to measure the speed and frequency of 
traffic, and that he could also do a study for Westfir. Chief Martin explained that the purpose of the study is to be 
able to issue automated speeding citations. The Council supported a traffic study. 
 
COUNCILOR CONCERNS NOT ON AGENDA: 
Councilor Huey asked for an update on a citizen complaint about a streetlight. 
 
ADJOURN MEETING: 
Mayor Watson adjourned the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

      
Richard Watson, Mayor  ATTEST:   DATE 
  Nicole Tritten, City Recorder 
 
 
The May 4, 2026, minutes were signed by the Mayor and City Recorder on June 1, 2026, after City Council 
approval. 
 


